
Devices and equipment purchased by Hillview 

Patient Charity 

Over the last 20+ years Patients at Hillview have benefited from the many items and 

services paid for by the Hillview Surgery Charitable Trust.  

Some items are easily seen such as the ‘Patient Pod’ automated blood pressure, height 

and weight machine located in reception.  

Other items are less obvious such as the air conditioning systems in place throughout 

the building. 

Below is a brief list of some of the recent purchases made by Hillview Surgery Charitable 

Trust. 

Keito M8 ‘patient pod’ in reception area. ( £6000) This automated device is able to measure 

blood pressure, height, and weight without the need for an appointment. The data is reviewed by 

our practice nurse and any abnormal readings are followed up. 

Automated door opener systems with push pad operation. Fitted to all waiting room doors 

and now fitted in upstairs corridor too. These heavy doors now open automatically and 

hygienically. 

10 x Pulse oximeters (approx £250 each) are non-invasive finger tip devices used to measure 

blood-oxygen saturation levels and pulse rate. These are particularly useful in monitoring acute 

conditions such as chest infections and chronic conditions such as COPD (chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease) and asthma where the lungs are not able to oxygenate the blood fully. 

1x  Vital signs monitor (approx £1500)This machine will automatically monitor blood pressure 

and blood oxygen levels and will give an audible safety alarm if levels fall too low. It is used to 

monitor patients with breathing problems and for any patient who is very ill and awaiting 

ambulance transfer from Hillview Medical Centre to hospital. 

All  11 consulting rooms  have an electrically or hydraulically operated height adjustable 

examination couch (approx £900 each). These allow patients to ‘climb on’ at a low level 

reducing the risk of falls and injury. 

1 x ABPI (Ankle Brachial Blood Pressure Index) monitor.(Approx £3000 )This machine 

tests for arterial disease (blocked arteries) in the legs and is particularly useful for testing the 

circulation in diabetics and older patients. It is conveniently located at Hillview Medical Centre 

avoiding the delay and inconvenience of travelling to St Peter’s Hospital. 

1 x Hyfrecator Diathermy  Approx £2000. This electrocautery minor surgery equipment is used 

by Dr Knights to provide safe and effective minor surgical procedures at Hillview Medical Centre. 

To date over 2000 minor surgical procedures have been undertaken at Hillview Medical Centre 

avoiding the inconvenience of multiple appointments at St Peters. 

1 x LED ceiling mounted minor surgery light. Approx £2500. This full spectrum colour 

rendition LED operating lighting is in use in our minor surgery room to provide safe and effective 

minor surgical procedures at Hillview Medical Centre. 

10 x Dermatoscopes approx £1000 each. These hand held magnifying devices help in the 

diagnosis or cancerous and non- cancerous skin lesions. Most Clinicians at Hillview have 

undertaken additional training in the use of these and now offer a ‘Tele-dermatology’ service 

where photographs of skin lesions can be transmitted electronically to St Peters dermatology clinic 

for a specialist opinion. 

1 x USB Spirometer –approx £1500. This lung function testing device helps clinicians diagnose 

and monitor respiratory conditions such as asthma and COPD. Again this testing can be done at 



Hillview Medical Centre avoiding the need for patients to travel to St Peter’s or Royal Surrey 

County Hospitals. 

2 x Ambulatory 24 hour Blood Pressure Monitors –approx £1500 each. These monitors are 

worn on the arm for a 24 hour period and record blood pressure at half hourly or hourly intervals. 

They give more accurate measurement of true blood pressure and help to rule out ‘white coat 

hypertension’. 

1 x Cardiac Defibrillator with oxygen and resuscitation equipment approx £1500. This is 

kept in reception at Hillview Medical Centre ready for immediate use in an emergency. 

60 x waiting/ consulting room chairs. Approx £8400. These chairs are comfortable yet 

strong, hygienic, and washable. 50% have raised arm rests for ease of use. They are in place in 

the waiting room and all consulting rooms. 

1 x refurbishment of patient areas at Hillview Medical Centre. Over £100,000. This has 

provided a modernised safe, pleasant, clean and comfortable environment for all patients at 

Hillview Medical Centre. 

Air conditioning in all consulting rooms and patient areas. Approx £80,000 over last 15 

years.  

1 x Mobile Atrial fibrillation detector (approx. £90) -a small device used by the GPs and 

Nurses to detect any abnormal heart rhythm without having to wait for a full ECG recording. 

 


